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Biblical Foundations 

Genesis 

 Every person is made in the image and 
likeness of God and therefore is worthy of 
dignity and respect. 



Biblical Foundations  

Tzedakah 
Right Relationship 

 If any of your kinsman in any community is in need in the land 
which the Lord, your God, is giving you, harden not your heart nor 
close your hand to him in his need.  Instead, you shall open your 
hand to him and freely lend him enough to meet his need… When 
you give to him, give freely and not with ill-will… The needy will 
never be lacking in the land; that is why I command you to open your 
hand to your poor and needy kinsman in the land. 

Deuteronomy 15:7-8,10-11 



Biblical Foundations   

The Prophets 

 The God of Israel is a God of justice who 
protects and defends the poor.  The test of 
Israel’s faithfulness is the treatment of the 
needy: the widow, the orphan, the stranger in 
your midst. 



Biblical Foundations 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
  to bring glad tidings to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
  to let the oppressed go free 
  and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. 

Isaiah 61:1-2 
Luke 4:18-19 



Biblical Foundations 

Luke 10: 
Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Dt 6:5   You shall the love the Lord, your God… 
Lev 19:18  You shall love your neighbor… 



Biblical Foundations 

Matthew 25: 
The Last Judgment 

Whatsoever you did for one of these least ones, 
you did for me. 



Biblical Foundations 

John 13: 
The Washing of the Feet 

 I have given you a model to follow, that so 
that as I have done, you should also do. 



Biblical Foundations 

Focus of Jesus’ Teaching: 

Transformation of the 
world into the reign of God 



The Pope Speaks 

 “How can it be that even today there are 
still people dying of hunger? 
Condemned to illiteracy? Lacking the 
most basic medical care? Without a roof 
over their heads? . . . Christians must 
learn to make their act of faith in Christ 
by discerning His voice in the cry for 
help that rises from this world of 
poverty.” 
                                     Pope John Paul II Novo Millennio Ineunte, no. 50 



Grounded in Faith 



U.S. Bishops 

“As Catholics, we must come together 
with a common conviction that we can no 
longer tolerate the moral scandal of 
poverty in our land and so much hunger 
and deprivation in our world. As believers, 
we can debate how best to overcome 
these realities, but we must be united in 
our determination to do so. Our faith 
teaches us that poor people are not issues 
or problems but sisters and brothers in 
God's one human family.” 

A Place at the Table, U.S. Bishops 2002 



Grounded in Faith 

Deus caritas est 
The Church’s deepest nature is expressed in her 

threefold responsibility: 
  -proclaiming the Word of God 
  -celebrating the sacraments 
  -exercising the service of charity 

The Church cannot neglect the service of charity any more than she can neglect 
the Sacraments and the Word. 



In the face of the scourge of poverty, 
  as people of charity and justice, 

  as disciples of Jesus Christ, 
  do we have a choice? 



Resources 

•  Catechism of the Catholic Church 
•  Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the       

Church 
•  Papal Encyclicals 
•  Statements of the USCCB 



Beginnings 



Bishops’ Statement 1866 

It is a very melancholy fact, and a very 
humiliating avowal for us to make that a 
very large portion of the vicious and idle youth 
of our principal cities are the children of 
Catholic parents. 



A snapshot of New York in 1862: 

 70% of inmates of public almshouses 
 50% of the city’s criminals 
 50% of those in reformatories 

 …all were born in Ireland! 
City leaders: “…accumulated refuse” 



Catholic Charities Journal 
1922 

Social workers pointed to a “deplorable 
percentage of children of Catholic parentage and 
baptism appearing as delinquents in the courts; to 
the number of applications by destitute Catholic 
families: to the out-of-proportion percentage of 
Catholic girls in reformative agencies and 
institutions; to the figures on illegitimacy; and to 
the number of Catholic women in the police 
courts.” 



Beginnings 



Beginnings 



Catholic Charities 

Seminal Documents: 
   1910 Charter 

   The Cadre Study 

   Vision 2000 



Beginnings 

1910   Founding of the  
National Conference of Catholic Charities 

(over 50% of Catholics are foreign born) 

-to promote the creation of diocesan bureaus 
-to bring about a sense of solidarity 
-to encourage professional social work practices 
-to be “the attorney for the poor” 



The Cadre Study 

 Toward a Renewed Catholic Charities Movement  

   •Service 
    •Convening 
    •Advocacy 
 (1972) 



Vision 2000 

I. Relating to Those We Serve 
 Quality service 
 Empowerment 



Mission of Catholic Charities 

The mission of Catholic Charities is to  
provide service to people in need, to  

advocate for justice in social structures,  
and to call the entire church and  

other people of good will to do the same. 

Service  •  Advocacy  •  Convening 



A Snapshot 

There is no “typical” Catholic Charities agency… 



Resources 

•  Catholic Charities USA Foundational 
Documents 

•  Catholic in Charity and in Identity 
•  CCUSA Code of Ethics 



•  Overarching Shared Vision and Mission 
– Cadre Study, Vision 2000, Poverty Campaign, 

Advocacy Work 

•  Catholic Identity 

Level of Universal Engagement 

The Movement 



•  Networking 
•  Program Development 
•  National Representation 
•  Funding Opportunities 

Level of Particular Engagement 

Professional Association 



The Campaign to Reduce 
Poverty in America 



Campaign to Reduce Poverty in 
America 

Poverty in America:  
 A Threat to the Common Good 

Response 

Challenge: how to maintain energy and accomplish 
the goal 



The test of our progress is not 
whether we add more to the 
abundance of those who have 
much; it is whether we provide 
enough for those who have too 
little. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 



The bread which you do not use 
Is the bread of the hungry. 

The garment hanging in your wardrobe 
Is the garment of him who is naked. 

The shoes that you do not wear 
Are the shoes of the one who is barefoot. 

The money you keep locked away 
Is the money of the poor. 

The acts of charity you do not perform 
Are so many injustices you commit. 

   St. Basil the Great 


